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President's Message to General Council of Vidya Bhawan Society

Dear Members,

The first AGM of Vidya Bhawan Society under
the new Constitution, as approved by you in the SGM
dated 26th May, 2013, was successfully held on 17th
November, 2013. | express my sincere appreciation to
those who attended the meeting and also to all those
members who participated in electing the new Executive
Committee members under this Constitution. | would
also like to thank those who made valuable suggestions
and critical remarks for all of us to ponder upon.
Their questions and criticism provides an occasion to
introspect and to redouble efforts to approximate the
vision of Vidya Bhawan; the idea that quality education
should be accessible to all sections of society and that it
should be value based. The areas that we need to look
at and consider so as to improve on, emerge from such
questions. The role of Vidya Bhawan in contemporary
times remains as before to serve all sections of society
and not just the middle class.

It may have appeared from my opening
remarks that | am satisfied with the state of affairs
of Vidya Bhawan, but we are constantly striving to

improve. We are acutely aware of how much more we
need to do to make Vidya Bhawan fulfill its promise to
serve society evermore effectively. The potential has
been enlarged greatly after the Government withdrew
it's grant-in-aid in 2011. | also want to put on record
my gratitude to colleagues and well-wishers of Vidya
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Bhawan who not only saw the institutions through a
grave financial crisis when Government stopped grant-
in-aid and about 150 staff members had to leave
within a short span of time. Thanks are also due to all
those who have worked hard over the last two decades
to add new dimensions to the work of Vidya Bhawan
and also build nationwide reputation for excellence in
education capacity building.

| feel, discussing these issues will help Vidya
Bhawan do what is right. | am sure the churning that
was created by the election will help Vidya Bhawan
to achieve its objective in a more effective manner.
It has been a long standing value of Vidya Bhawan
that it is not winning that matters but the striving to do
one's best for society. | would also like to point out that
public bodies function with faith and trust. The efforts
to generate confusions through distortions and rumours
are something that we have all to guard against and
nip in the bud. We need to collectively work towards
making Vidya Bhawan stronger and stop those who are
willing to put the future of Vidya Bhawan on stake for
short-term personal egos and small stakes.

We need to be open and share our genuine
concern about Vidya Bhawan and put our concern to
the best use for the organisation.

With best wishes,
Riaz Tehsin

National Workshop on
Urbanization and Citizenship
Polytechnic participated actively in organizing
a two day National workshop on ‘Urbanization
and Citizenship with special reference to Town
Planning’. It was held in August. Honourable
Minister for Urban Housing and Poverty Alleviation
Girija Vyas was the chief guest of the inaugural
function of the workshop. Mayor Rajni Dangi, MLA
Gulab Chand Kataria and experts from all over the
country deliberated on various issues related to the

subject.
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The Pearls of Vidya Bhawan

C. Rajgopalachari has very aptly said that "It is
the joyous faces of the children that speak about
the health of the school". In a maddening race of
being score achievers the children have lost the
most treasured phase of their life. In other words,
they have lost the true essence of childhood and
have matured when they should be actually doing
things from their heart and not what is expected
of them.

But when I look at my students in V.B.P.S. I find
them very natural and spontaneous in their words
& actions. They may not be parrots exhibiting their
learning capacities but are ever open learners. And
this is all what makes them so special.

I take great pride in saying that most of the
achievers in scholastic & non-scholastic areas in
V.B.P.S. are the students who have studies in V.B.
since their childhood. In doing so they are still
firmly grounded.

As part of V.B. fraternity we should collectively
strive to improve the childhood of the children and
ensure that they are as special and as unique as a
Pearl in the Oyster.

Neerja Jain
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New principal in Ramgiri

The school reopened on the 1% July after the summer
break. During this break, the staff visited many
villages to make personal contacts and also made
presentations in Ramgiri and Chikalwas in trying to
get them acquainted with the school. With the new
session, School welcomed the new principal Ms.
Madhulika Kothari, new teachers and new students
and also introduced them to the parents in a meeting
with them.

Third position in the district championship

School girl’s volleyball team (under 17) made us
proud by winning the district championship for the
third consecutive year. The under 19 girls team and
the under 19 boys team also played well and both were
placed at third position. Six girls Renu, Pushpa, Sonal,
Sunita, Lochan and Kiran were selected to play in the
state team at Bundi and Madan Dangi was selected in
the boy’s team to play at Hanumangarh.

Support classes and Bal Sabha

The focus for the year is strong academics with first
batch of class 12 taking the board examination this year
and school working towards all round development
also. The primary section has assessments at regular
intervals to keep track of their progress. Classes are
in full swing and support classes for class 10 have
also begun. A new feature introduced is the Bal
Sabha for classes 1-5. The sabha is conducted by the

children themselves under majestic bargad tree and
opportunity is given to all students to speak, recite and
act. One such sabha was on Sachin Tendulkar where
students and teachers shared interesting facts and then
made collages which were put up in their classes.
Coordination and interaction with Gandhian College is
on a regular basis. Faculty development programmes
are also held regularly at VBERC for all teachers.

Formation of Shala Panchayat

In July itself, Ramgiri School formed the school
shala panchayat in a purely democratic manner.
Nominations for the posts were invited, symbols
were allotted, ballot papers were made, canvassing
allowed in addition to the speeches. All the students
of class 6-12 got a feel of the process as they cast their
vote. In addition, the candidates had to go through a
vigorous interview with the teachers before the final
results were declared. Kailash Dangi and Lokeshwari
Ranawat of class 12 were voted as President and Prime
minister respectively. After the oath taking ceremony,
the members enjoyed a camp at Kukreshwar Mahadev.

Blood donation camp

Teacher’s day and children's day were made special
for everyone with a lot of fun games and activities.
Competitions were held at regular intervals. Founders
day was celebrated with everyone at Prakriti Sadhna
Kendra. Janamashtami and Gandhi Jayanti were
celebrated with Gandhian College. On the occasion,
children depicted various incidents from Gandhiji's
life. A blood donation camp was organised where
children were apprised of the importance of donating
blood and our teachers also donated blood voluntarily.

Formation of School Management Committee

The school Management Committee with 11 parent
members was formed in August. School Staff meet
them every month to review, suggest and plan. To
apprise the parents of the various activities in the
school, school started a monthly newsletter which
highlights the various activities in the school. It is sent
to every parent every month.

V.B. Public Scﬁool

Parents support for Play ground

It was very touching to see how three of school
teachers volunteered to guide and take the teams for
cricket (Hukmichand Nagda), Volleyball (Lalit Purbia)
and badminton (Akhilesh Singh Chouhan) district
level tournaments. The teams came out victorious not
in terms of medals and trophies but their enthusiasm to
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participate. It was quite evident that it was not the spark
that was missing in them but the necessary facilities and
opportunities provided to them. For this development
of the playground is already in the pipeline and with
the support of some parents of students who have
volunteered to help coach the students, school plan to
start evening games for them.

Quiz Clubs organized for logical thinking

To promote general awareness and logical thinking in
the students, Quiz Clubs have been organized. These
clubs will prepare students for various Olympiads and
Quiz Competitions. In the month of Sept. students
participated in various Quiz Competitions organized
by Vodafone, Intach and the Forest Department. In the
Vodafone Faster, Smarter and Better Quiz Competition
students were among the best five of the thirty schools
that participated.

Diversity of our country

Project 'Know my India' which helps the children to
understand and appreciate the diversity of our country,
held in school. They study and exhibit the historical,
geographical, cultural, economic, environmental
aspects of the states assigned to each class. The
exhibition cum performance was held in Aug.

Support classes started

School started Support Classes for Students of Classes
VI-X and Personality Development Classes for
students of Classes I-V. This would be open for Public
school students and for students coming from other
schools as well. This will not only generate income for
the institution but also expose the parents of children
coming from other schools about the kind of work
done here and what Vidya Bhawan stands for. This
will be a good way of reaching out to the masses and
build the strength of the school.

In Future...!

Swings are what every child craves for. To see that
they live their childhood, very soon swings shall be
installed in the school premises.
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The classes of II and III year began from July, while
the classes of I Year started from September. The
result of II Year, IIl Year and Polymer Science &
Rubber Technology were extraordinary. The students
of PS&RT secured all India First and Third position
in the merit of DIRI; and III position in PGDIRI
Examinations.

New Short Term Courses

A short term course for Polytechnic teachers of
Rajasthan on ‘Climate Change, Disaster Management
and Sustainable Development’” was organized at
Polytechnic by National Institute of Technical Teachers’
Training & Research, Chandigarh in September.
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Similarly, two week course on Rural Development for
the students of EM Normandie Management School
was organized. The students understood, evaluated
and analyzed the development which was brought by
the Community Development through Polytechnic
Scheme. Again a short term course was conducted
by NITTTR, Chandigarh on Quality Management
System/ Quality Tools. Mr. Rahul Raj from Quality
Council of India was the key speaker. Another
course was held on ‘Curriculum Implementation’ in
November, organizing agency being the same.

Teacher’s and Engineers’ Day

A play “Maa Mujhe Tagore Bana De” was staged
by the versatile actor Lucky Gupta on Teachers Day
and an essay and speech competition on ‘Frugal
Engineering Interventions to Strengthen Indian
Economy & Improving Quality of Life’ was held on
Engineers’ Day.
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VBERC and TESS MOU

The MOU between VBERC and TESS Open
University (UK) signed in July for working on quality
material for teachers use in the classroom, across the
entire subject domain. The MOU also look forward for
partnership in monitoring and evaluation.

Textbook for Andhra Pradesh

VBERC and SCERT (A.P) are together writing
Mathematics and Science class-10 textbooks for
Andhra Pradesh government schools. This partnership
is in continuation of relationship between VBERC and
SCERT, A.P.

Capacity building of library educators

VBERC and Sir Ratan Tata Trust are collaborating
for a “Capacity Building Programme for Library
Educators”. The purpose of the course is to develop
deeper theoretical and practical understanding
about the role of children’s literature in learning
and development of children as well as developing
knowledge and skills for running vibrant classroom
/school /community based libraries. It is taking the
shape of a Certificate Course consisting of short
intensive face to face workshops (contact mode)
interspersed with guided work at participant’s own
field sites (distance mode) spread over six months.
The course was launched in September. There are 31
participants in the first contact period.

English Language Workshop in Surat

A three day workshop for teachers of English was
organized in Sanjivani Primary School, Damka, Hazira
(Surat) for English teachers of classes 1-8 by VBERC
with support from Hazira LNG and Port Companies.
The workshop was attended by more than 40 teachers
from 5-6 schools in and around Hazira. The resource
person was Dr. A. L. Khanna(Retired), Reader In
English, University of Delhi. The workshop focused
on Nature of Language, English pronunciation and
Teaching of Grammar.
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Training of Bihar teachers

VBERC, Patna and Udaipur team, together, conducted
pedagogical training for 30 teachers, in each district,
in the three districts of Bihar. The training oriented
teachers to look at learning as developing skills that
establishes connecters with the logic of the subject
knowledge.

ODL Training

VBERC conducted six day Open Distance Learning
training for teacher’s trainers in Bihar in October.
Government school teachers without any formal
teachers training participated in the training. VBERC
and SCERT Bihar, faculty conducted this training at
Patna.

Strengthening the School Library

Twenty-five school libraries have now become
functional due to an initiative taken by the project.
These school libraries were almost in the state of
non-existence before the project started working on
reviving them. The project established them step-by-
step. Initially there was lots of resistance from the
schools for various reasons.

Work with Bihar SCERT

Vidya Bhawan Bihar team, including senior faculty
from Udaipur, worked with DIET on writing of
Open Distance Learning (ODL) material in all the
papers. The ODL course is for training of untrained
government school teachers across the state. The
team along with the state team planned and conducted
training of the state ODL team for training of a district
resource group. The team started working with a state
group in the district for training of a district group in
November.

Frontier in Cell and Molecular biology

A two day lecture workshop on ‘Frontiers in cell and
molecular biology’ organized by Indian National
Science Academy, Vidya Bhawan Society and India
introduced undergraduate

bioscience. Workshop
students  from  the
region to some great
minds from various
countries including the
Nobel laureate Martin
Chalfie. While the
interaction was aimed
at  students, senior
faculty members from
different  universities |

also availed of this /
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unique and rare opportunity to hear speakers talk about
the decreasing boundaries between various science
disciplines, Science and Career Opportunities in 21st
Century, Evolution of Human Cognition, ‘Cells on the
move: What is happening inside’, genomics, Green
Fluoroscent Proteins and how it brought a revolution
in biotechnology researches and many more. It was an
exciting way of getting an idea about how scientists
work and innovation occurs in the field of science.

Four years of Quest Project

The Quest project, completed 4 years in 2013. This
year project now partnering 90 schools. A team of
30 facilitators visits these schools twice a week and
provide academic support to teachers to plan their
class in a child centered manner. In May-June Project
successfully implemented forty-five day long summer
learning camps in 12 different basties. These camps
focused on working on maths, language and arts with
the children. The camps benefited over 600 children.
Project developed and provided workbooks for all 85
primary schools of basties for both the subjects, Hindi
and Maths. Conducted a district level SSA training on
CCE and also organized a one day workshop for Hindi
and Maths teachers.

Govt. & Responsible Citizenship

Rs. 500 Fine on Water Wastage

Ward Sabha meetings were held at the initiative of
the institute in the Gram Panchayats of Badgaon and
Gogunda. Presence of Ward members, especially
women, has been quite encouraging. Proposals have
been sent to the GPs. Total 27 Ward Sabhas were held
in the selected 24 Gram Panchayats of Badgaon and
Gogunda blocks in past six months.

Ward Sabha at Gram Panchayat Bhutala, passed a
proposal to levy a fine of Rs.500 against wastage of
water in their bhagal. Increasing awareness towards
safe drinking water and health was seen in Ward Sabha
of Ward 10, 11 of Kadmal Gram Panchayat. Women
said that they will pay bill if safe drinking water is
supplied to their village. 73 ward members attended
the meeting. Two brilliant students, namely Savita and
Mohani, got their long due Tablet PC because of the
efforts of the elected representatives of Panchayati
Raj. During ward sabha at Gram Panchayat Modi, the
problem regarding opening of account of the students
eligible for Tablet PCs was raised. Up-Sarpanch had
taken up the responsibility to help the students in
opening of accounts.
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Capacity Enhancement for Representatives

Seven residential trainings for capacity enhancement
of elected representatives benefitting 163 ERs were
organized. During the past six months 12 orientation
programmes of 2 days’ duration for 119 women of 15
SHGs were held.

[

/ / . /
Strengthening Gram Panchayats and Gram Sabhas

The Panchayat Mitras have attended 79 Gram
Panchayat meetings during the past six months. As
a result of their persuasion to attend and participate,
the ER's attendance at Gram Panchayat meetings
has improved. Active participation of ERs at these
meetings has been observed. Similarly, The Panchayat
Mitras attended 49 Gram Sabha meetings in both the
blocks in past six months.

Activating Standing Committees

The Institute took initiative to mobilize the elected
representatives to hold regular meetings of their
respective Standing Committees. Five meetings of
Standing Committees on Education of Gram Panchayat
Bhutala, Losing Kadia (2 meetings) and Rama were
held in past six months.

Monitoring of village level institutions

By Institute’s efforts 47 and 43 students were enrolled
in schools and in anganwadis respectively. 340 out of
1065 irregular children and 262 out of 561 irregular
children became regular in school and anganwadi
centers respectively. 221 Children and 64 pregnant
women were vaccinated in both the blocks.

Networking with NGOs

One day meeting was organized in November with
members of Sewa Mandir, FES, Astha, Sangam,
Jandaksha and VBKVK for better networking.
Resource Services provided by the Institute at 3 SMC
orientation programmes organized at Hayla (Visma),



Bhutala and Kumbhalgarh. Total 118 members of 18
SMCs attended the trainings.

Panchayat Melas and Mahila Sammelans:

10 Panchayat Melas and Mahila Sammelans were
organised in the past six months. Total 555 elected
representatives were participated in Melas.

Publications

News Letters Panchayat Pariwar (2 issues) and
Mabhila Shakti (2 issues), one poster re-print (Right
to Education) and Book on “Social Justice &
Empowerment- Role of Panchayat” were published.
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On Farm Trials Conducted

One OFT (On Farm Trials) was conducted. Through
that 10 farmers and farm women were benefited.
Varietal trial of onion Problem diagnosed. Ram lal lives
in village Jhamuda Ghata block Sarada having small
land holding of 0.4 ha of poor quality and productivity
is also poor using Deshi variety of Cerea & Pulses seed
variety gives 1.4 qt. per 0.2 ha. He took training in
VBKVK and used new variety PU-31 of Black Gram
and the suggested package of practices. Ram lal was
happy by getting the yields of 1.75 qt. per 0.2 ha. He
got Progressive Farmer Award by Agriculture Minister
of Rajasthan Govt.

Training for extension personnel

Training for extension personnel was organized on
latest technology for productivity enhancement in field
crops in which 19 extension personnel participated.
Similarly training of veterinary doctor of Animal
Husbandry Department of State government was
organized on estrus synchronization in animals and

was highly appreciated by ICAR and State Govt.
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V.B. Accoun!s E !mance

Fees software launched in Sr. Sec. School

Fees software was launched in the Vidya Bhawan
Sr. School Accounts from this academic session.
This software is compatible with Tally Accounting
Software. Also planning to purchase this software for
Rural Institute and Polytechnic College.

Applicability of Service Tax examined

Applicability of Service Tax on Vidya Bhawan was
examined, it applies on Building Rent and Technical
Testing done at Polytechnic College. The working
of calculating the liability of tax on these services
is in process. It will take benefit by the Service Tax
Department. The registration number has been issued
to V.B. Society.

Monthly information system introduced

Accounts & Finance department asked for Estimated
Income & Expenditure and some new formats have
been introduced in last six months. The new formats

n



are Bank Reconciliation Statements, Statement of
monitoring advances and honorarium. The further
reports are envisaged Capital Expenditure Report and
Project Monitoring Report.

‘Workshop on Accounts for Non Accounts Executive

A workshop on “Accounts for Non Accounts
Executive” was organized in VBERC. All Heads of
Institutions & their Accounts heads were present in

issues and deliberated. All participants took interest
and raised questions which were clarified to their
satisfaction.

Budget exercise started

Budget exercise for the year 2014-15 is started. This
includes the revised budget estimates for the year
2013-14 as well as budget proposals for the year
2014-15.

this workshop. Presentations were given on some
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His ideas were so clear, so powerful and transcendental that it seemed incredible that they could have emanated from
the intellect of a mere human being. His personality was revelation to all, for it embodied and manifested a high degree of
purity. When he spoke, he carried his audience to the supernal heights of consciousness, making them forget time, space
and body consciousness.

Dr. Mohan Sinha Mehta's very form and every mood were those of tender sympathy. None knew him but to love him,
those of us who have had the good fortune to meet him in the flesh will some day realize that we have seen a true incarnation
of Vidya Bhawan.

My one friend from Vidya Bhawan wrote: Dr. M.S. Mehta rose to speak —phrases flowed forth without effort but every
word brought a new significance to its meaning, he was living the thought he was expressing. As if the outer form were
absorbing a light of intelligence powering from an infinite source, Dr. Mehta was a realm of consciousness unknown to me.
I saw, as it were, a lack of consciousness in his words.

Mehta's concern was not only with the Vidya Bhawan boys selection, he also envisaged an all round growth of men and
women the world over. He was interested in every phase of human activity and every department of knowledge. I think Dr.
Mehta perceived the one reality manifesting in the many and producing a harmonious melody around.

Once on 21st Feb., 1981, Dr. Sahib said: Experience is the source of knowledge in the world, religion is the only
science where there is no study, it is not taught as a Science of experience, this should not be. There is always a small group
of men who teach religion from experience. They are called mystics, and mystics in every religion speak the same tongue
and teach the same truth. This is the real Science of religion. Just as mathematics in every part of the world does not differ.
They are similarly constituted and similarly situated. Their experience is the same and this becomes law.

With deep regards and high veneration.
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